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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Lucille Slater! 


With the publication of this issue 
of ARKANSAS LIBRARIES, the an- 
nual convention of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association will be only three 
months away. It will be held at the 
Marion Hotel in Little Rock, October 
6-8. 


Mrs. Dorothy Sydenstricker, our 
program chairman, and the section 
chairmen are busy planning another 
interesting program for the conven- 
tion. Present commitments include 
Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Raleigh, 
N. C.; Miss Sallie Farrell, Louisiana 
State Library and Mrs. Merlin M. 
Moore, Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion as speakers. 


Dues for memberships in the As- 
sociation have been encouraging 


recently. Our goal of 600 members 
for the year will be reached with a 
little extra effort by each librarian. 
Why not adopt the slogan “Each 
Member Add One New Member!” 


Miss LaNell Compton, editor, and 
Mrs. Karl Neal, business manager of 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES, are mak- 
ing every effort to give us a publica- 
tion that will be of interest to each 
of us. They need news of the activ- 
ities in your libraries and also pro- 
fessional articles. Let’s make an all 
out effort to send in something that 
can be used in the October issue. 


Miss Lucille Slater, president of 
the Arkansas Library Association, 
has announced the appointment of 
the following committees: 


ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES 
1957 


Education 


Miss Gladys Sachse, Chairman 
Miss Florence C. Carmichael 
Miss Dorothy Fenton 

Miss Allie Wilson 

Mrs. Katharine Keathley 

Mrs. Morene D. Smith 

Miss Freida Cummings 


Recruitment 


Marvin Miller, Chairman 
Miss Marcella Grider 
Mrs. Hazel Deal 

Mrs. W. H. McCain 


Legislative 


Cecil Edmonds, Chairman 
Mrs. Alfred Crabaugh 
Mrs. Harris Mackey 

Miss Pearl Williamson 
Walter Laney 

J. E. Berry 


Editorial Board 


Mrs. Karl Neal, Business Manager 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


Miss LaNell Compton, Editor, 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


Mrs. Lee Martin 
Miss Lucille Slater 


Membership 


Florene Jordan, Chairman 
Mrs. James O. Murphy 
Mrs. Mercil Bankston 

Mrs. Ernest Halter 

Miss Erma Chastain 

Mrs. Marie Pinckney 

Miss Blanche Miller 


Convention committees will be an- 
nounced later. 


1Miss Slater is librarian, Union County Library, El Dorado. 
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MRS. MOORE TAKES LIBRARY OFFICE JUNE 24 


Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, chairman of 
the Arkansas Library Commission, 
took office June 24, as president 
of the American Association of Li- 
brary Trustees. 


This is the third time she has 
brought a national library honor to 
the state of Arkansas. Her official 
duties began at the annual meet- 
ing of the American Library Associa- 
tion in Kansas City. 


Serving with Mrs. Moore on the of- 
ficial board will be George W. Coen, 
vice-president, and Miss Ernestine 
Grafton, secretary. Coen is a library 
trustee of the Lancaster Public Li- 
brary, Lancaster, Ohio, an attorney 
and a former law professor of Yale 
University. Miss Grafton is from 
Iowa State Library. 


In 1954, Mrs. Moore was awarded 
a citation of merit by the jury on 
citation of trustees of the American 


Library Association in recognition of 
her valuable and constructive work 
in organizing and establishing county 
and regional libraries in the state of 
Arkansas. 


In 1956, she was appointed a mem- 
ber of the advisory committee to the 
U. S. Commissioner of Education on 
the Library Services Act. She is the 
only library trustee serving on this 
committee. 


Mrs. Moore has been chairman of 
the Arkansas Library Commission 
since 1952, and a member of the Com- 
mission since 1941. 


In 1954, she appeared before the 
House Subcommittee on Education 
to speak on behalf of federal aid 
to public libraries. Her testimony 
was included in Congressional Rec- 
ord. 


(Reprinted from the Arkansas 
Democrat.) 


LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE IN OKLAHOMA 


By Florene and Lucille 
(“The Two Musketeers’) 


Miss Florene Jordan, librarian, 
Columbia-Lafayette Regional Li- 
brary, and Miss Lucille Slater, li- 
brarian Union County Library, at- 
tended the Library Binding Institute 
at Western Hills Lodge, Sequoyah 
State Park, Wagoner, Oklahoma on 
May 9. Keeping in mind that this, 
too was a library tour, we visited four 
libraries on the three-day trip. The 
first stop was made at Hope, where 
we had coffee with Hazel Prichard. 
Then all went on to Nashville for a 
short visit with Mrs. Helen Hughes, 
who is at present acting librarian of 
the Southwest Arkansas Regional Li- 
brary. Florene had visited this li- 
brary on the tour three years ago; 
since Lucille did not make that trip 
she had not been there. 


The next library visited was the 
Muskogee, Oklahoma Public Library. 
This is an old Carnegie building that 
has recently had some color added 


and is lighter and more attractive 
than some of the Carnegie buildings. 
It, too, is without a librarian since 
Richard J. Covey left to become li- 
brarian of the Public Library at Gad- 
sen, Alabama. 


On our return trip on Friday, we 
stopped by to see Wilma Ingram and 
the Scott-Sebastian Regional Library 
at Greenwood. Wilma was almost 
buried by an avalanche of books that 
had recently been returned from the 
schools. Florene missed this library 
when we visited it on our tour of 
Northwest Arkansas. We were both 
attempting to catch up on the librar- 
ies that we had failed to see on earlier 
tours. 


We arrived at the Western Hills 
Lodge about 5 o’clock on Wednesday 
afternoon. This lodge, completed last 
year, is an ideal spot for a conven- 
tion. It fronts on a large lake with a 
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swimming pool to the rear. Most of 
the rooms open on the side toward 
the pool; people on the first floor 
can walk from their rooms to the 
swimming pool. All of the rooms on 
the second floor have balconies on 
the pool side. The lounge is spa- 
cious, very modern and beautiful. 


On Wednesday evening, Florene 
and Lucille had dinner with a group 
of Oklahoma librarians who were 
most cordial to us during ourstay there. 
Florene had recently appeared on the 
program of the Oklahoma Library 
Association and had made a host of 
friends. Lucille was the lucky one 
to be with her on this trip. Later in 
the evening we were invited to the 
reception which Mr. and Mrs. Dudley 
Weiss of Boston gave for the binders 
and librarians attending the conven- 
tion. Mr. Weiss is legal advisor for 
the binders. Our good friends, the 
Seiberts, were there along with many 
other binders whom we did not know. 
Bob Motter, who was responsible for 
our invitation, and his father were 
wonderful hosts. 


On Thursday morning after regis- 
tration we attended a workshop on 
“How and Why a Volume is Bound”. 
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Miss Edith Scott from the University 
of Oklahoma was moderator, with 
nine binders presenting the many 
phases of binding. Of course there 
was a coffee break with a huge coffee 
urn and mounds of doughnuts. 


We were all guests of the binders 
at luncheon presided over by Mr. 
Weiss, at which Mr. Edmon Low 
gave the welcome. In the afternoon 
Mr. Frank G. Jennings, president of 
the Library Club of America, Inc., 
made a very interesting talk on books 
and reading. He would be an excel- 
lent speaker for a PTA or any group 
of parents because he emphasizes the 
importance to children of reading at 
an early age. 


At 6 o’clock we left the lodge for 
a hayride and picnic. Some of us 
who did not have clothes suitable for 
a hayride went on a stagecoach. After 
the picnic we went for a ride before 
returning to the lodge. A boat ride 
on the lake ended the day. 


After an early breakfast on Friday 
morning we left for our return trip 
home. We both agreed that a Library 
Binding Institute, a new experience 
for both of us, is almost as interest- 
ing as a library tour. 


BOOKS CLOSED — OPERATION LIBRARY — APRIL 2 
By Gladys Krone! 


In 1955, just after our second at- 
tempt to increase our millage for li- 
brary support from one-half mill to 
the legal limit of one mill failed to 
pass, we began preparations and 
plans to put the increase before the 
voters again in two years—that is, at 
the general city election in April, 
1957. Our slogan almost became, 
“Every Two Years Until It Passes”. 


A public relations program and a 
plan for publicity, which would put 
the library and its services, its lacks, 
and its needs before the citizens of 
Fort Smith in order to make them li- 
brary-conscious, was inaugurated. 


The Jaycees stepped into the pic- 
ture when “Operation Library” be- 


came a State project. In the fall of 
1956, after it became a national pro- 
ject, their help and cooperation was 
a decided asset. 


A prominent young attorney, Dan 
B. Dobbs, was named Jaycee chair- 
man of the local committee for 
“Operation Library”. Mr. Dobbs was 
born and reared in Fort Smith. He 
calls Fort Smith “My Home Town” 
and the library is “My Library”. Hav- 
ing used the local library for years 
and recognizing its importance to the 
community, Dan Dobbs was con- 
cerned with its future. He was the 
moving force behind all committees. 
His enthusiasm, energy and deter- 
mination was contagious; and all who 


1Miss Krone is librarian, Carnegie City Library, Fort Smith. 
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worked with him worked as hard as 
he did, because they felt they couldn’t 
let Dan down. 


In January, weekly “Coffee 
Breaks” (coffee and doughnuts) for 
business men were inaugurated. They 
were held each Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m. in the Community Room at the 
library, to acquaint the men of the 
town with the need for the tax in- 
crease. These occasions continued 
until a couple of weeks before the 
election. The Library Board, the 
Jaycees, the Friends of the Library 
Group and the Fort Smith Service 
League took turns serving as hosts 
and hostesses. This bit of public re- 
lations paid off as a community pro- 
ject, since many who had not been 
in the library for a good while (and 
many who had never been there) saw 
the state of the building, the condi- 
tion of the book collection and our 
space problem. It was the general 
opinion of all those who came for 
coffee during the series that our job 
was selling the library and its need to 
the voters. We needed to convince 
them that the increase in tax was so 
small, and the benefits that adults 
and children of Fort Smith would re- 
ceive from better library facilities so 
great, that it was a point of civic 
pride to support the millage increase. 


Mr. Dobbs, the Jaycee chairman, 
and Cecil Cleavenger, immediate past 
president of the library board, named 
chairman of the “Citizens For The 
Library Committee”, and their Com- 
mittee members, together with the 
board of regents and the librarian 
mapped out a campaign. 


The Jaycees, the Jaycettes, the 
Fort Smith Service League, the 
Friends of the Library Group, the Li- 
brary Board and the Staff circulated 
the petitions. Although only 100 sig- 
natures of qualified voters were re- 
quired, it was thought wise to procure 
as many signatures as possible, since 
each signature was an affirmative 
vote. Over 1100 signatures were se- 
cured, and the petitions were filed. 
To a Jaycette went the reward for 
obtaining the largest number of sig- 
natures. 


ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


The Citizens for the Library Com- 
mittee, with Cecil Cleavenger as 
chairman, worked with Mr. Dobbs 
and the Jaycee committee, “Opera- 
tions Library” to plan the newspaper 
and bill board advertising, the radio 
and television publicity, the purchase 
of hand bills, folders, stationary, en- 
velopes, etc. 


The Citizens for the Library Com- 
mittee solicited funds to pay for all 
expenses. This committee consisted 
of seven prominent citizens of Fort 
Smith who had been chosen for their 
community-mindedness. 


PTA groups, service clubs, the min- 
isters and priests of all churches and 
denominations, white and Negro, 
were invited for coffee and a briefing 
on the library tax. 


A speakers bureau was set up and 
a committee named to contact the 
many and various club groups and 
civic organizations—both white and 
Negro—to whom a talk on the mill- 
age increase could be given. The re- 
sponse was gratifying; 45 talks were 
made by the eight members on the 
speakers bureau. Endorsements 
came (in many instances unsolicited) 
from large PTA groups; the Class- 
room Teachers; Study Clubs and the 
Ministerial Alliance, to mention a 
few. 


Ministers stressed to their congre- 
gations the cultural significance of 
a good library. One minister took 
his own television time to comment 
on the importance of the millage in- 
crease to Fort Smith. All of this 
created a community interest for the 
library tax. 


A small four-page folder was 
mailed to the voters a week before 
the election. The Jaycettes typed 
and pasted the labels for this big 
mailing. One Saturday they met at 
the library, and worked for hours on 
borrowed typewriters which the Jay- 
cees had secured from a Fort Smith 
merchant. 


We won with a 2-to-1 majority on 
April 2, 1957. Our successful cam- 


paign was due to the efforts of many, 
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but to the Jaycees in particular. 
Their billboard gave the theme of this 
community project: 


VOTE FOR OPERATION LIBRARY 
April 2 


For a wise INVESTMENT 
For a good FUTURE 

For a wholesome COMMUNITY 
For an educated YOUTH 


FORT SMITH JAYCEES 


Speaking of ads, here is another 
one paid for by a Fort Smith firm 
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which made a newspaper appearance 
during the library tax campaign: 


PUBLIC SALE 


3,000 new books each year 

At an average annual cost 

of 75c per family. 

No money down—pay by the year 


Support OPERATION LIBRARY 
APRIL 2 


Cleavenger & Breen 
Two citizens for the library 


LIBRARY SERVICE TO SEARCY COUNTY 
By Mrs. Lillian Tudor 


Since we are without library ser- 
vice of any kind in Searcy county, 
and since I realized the growing need 
for such a service, I accepted the 
invitation to serve as president of the 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club of Marshall, with the one thought 
in mind of helping to promote a li- 
brary for Searcy county. 


Soon after I took office, the club 
voted to sponsor the library tax as 
their project for the year. I wrote 
to Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secre- 
tary, Arkansas Library Commission, 
for information which I promptly re- 
ceived. At our August meeting Mrs. 
Neal and Miss Freddy Schader, also 
with the Commission, met with us 
explaining the procedure in detail. 
We then circulated our petitions, se- 
cured the required number of signa- 
tures and filed them with the county 
election commissioners. Then we 
launched our campaign to persuade 
the people of the importance of vot- 
ing for the one-mill tax. 


Being the wife of a newspaper ed- 
itor, I knew that you must thorough- 
ly explain to the people and ask their 
support on any tax measure. If they 
can be convinced it is needed, they 
will usually support it. A few years 
ago our school district had tried to 
get the millage increased twice, un- 
successfully, by just putting it on 
the ballot, and saying nothing about 
the increase—hoping it would be 


voted. Finally, they called my hus- 
band to a Board meeting, and asked 
him what they could do. He suggested 
that they announce the amount of 
millage increase they needed and ex- 
plain to the people what they needed 
it for. H told them he would write 
some editorials in his paper, and 
would attend some open meetings with 
them, and see if they could get the 
millage increased. The result was 
that the school patrons voted the in- 
crease. 


Using this experience, we ran nu- 
merous editorials in the county paper. 
We visited the schools and asked the 
children to write essays on “Why I 
Think Searcy County Needs a Public 
Library”. We printed some of these 
in the paper, which created much in- 
terest among the voting members of 
the family. We also attended PTA 
meetings and various other clubs in 
the county. The day before election 
we took circulars to every school, 
asking every child to take one home 
that night. 


After the election was over and the 
votes certified, we were very pleased 
to find that the one-mill library tax 
had carried in 24 of the 25 precincts 
in the county. 


I then met with the Searcy county 
quorum court and asked them for 
money to rent a building to house the 
library the first year. To my surprise, 
they voted an appropriation of $2,- 





8 


000 to fix permanent quarters for 
the library in the courthouse. The 
rooms are now ready, and the county 
judge has named the following to 
serve on the county library board: 


Three-year term 


Mrs. Lillian E. Tudor, Marshall 
Mrs. Minnie E. Hensley, Marshall 
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Two-year term 
Mrs. Earl Martin, St. Joe 
Mrs. Buck Mays, Marshall 

One-year term 


Mrs. Mary Ellen Daniel, Marshall 
Mrs. Ed Mays, Leslie 


COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE FOR POPE COUNTY 
By Marjorie Crabaugh! 


By 10 o’clock election night, No- 
vember 14, it was obvious that Pope 
County had voted in the County Li- 
brary program. The official tally 
which came in later gave a 625 ma- 
jority. The people had voted for a 
service that they felt was a necessity 
and their due. 


It was no accident that active op- 
position did not develop. Anticipat- 
ing that such a thing might happen, 
all plans for the campaign were kept 
within the Russellville City Library 
membership and a few legal and po- 
litical minds of the county for many 
months before September 1, when the 
official campaign opened. 


The Jaycees asked if they could co- 
operate with the plan early in the 
summer, and appointed a committee 
for “Operation Library” which un- 
doubtedly was a factor, a large factor, 
in the success of the project. There 
is no doubt that the preponderance of 
male support gained in the county is 
directly traceable to the work of this 
organization. 


The decision to try for the program 
county-wide came as a direct result 
of the thinking of the Russellville 
City Library board. Back in the 
1940’s it became apparent to the 
Board that funds for the continuance 
of an adequate City Library which 
had always been collected on a vol- 
untary basis—a “tag” day drive— 
were becoming increasingly harder to 
get. A campaign was launched to 
vote in city millage to support a city 
library. The measure lost by a few 
votes and it was the consensus of 


opinion of the people interested that 
this was because no organized cam- 
paign had been developed. 


Early this last summer plans were 
discussed for the proposed Pope 
County Library but not until Septem- 
ber 4 did any publicity or public re- 
lations actively get started. A dinner 
meeting held on that night with the 
20 members of the Russellville City 
Library Board as hosts, brought to- 
gether representatives of all civic, 
cultural and educational interests of 
the county. Mrs. Dula Reed, librar- 
ian, Faulkner- Van Buren Library, 
pinch-hit for Mrs. Merlin Moore in 
explaining the procedure for setting 
up a county library. It was a sur- 
prise to many there that the PTA, 
Farm Bureau, Home Demonstration 
clubs and others had for sometime 
been considering the advantages of a 
county library. 


The following day, the newspaper 
and radio campaign was _ launched. 
The Jaycees under the leadership of 
Clif Franks undertook the task of 
organizing a speakers bureau for in- 
formative talks to be given to all civic 
clubs in the county. 


The Farm Bureau, the Home Dem- 
onstration clubs, the PTA groups ar- 
ranged at their meeting times to en- 
dorse the project. 


Petitions for getting the measure 
on the ballot had been handed out at 
the first dinner meeting. Each per- 
son was assigned the task of getting 
at least 25 names. The Legislative 
Committee was certain that many 


iMrs. Alfred Crabaugh is president of Russellville Public Library Board. 
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felt that anyone who had had the 
measure explained to him would in 
all probability become a booster for 
it. 

Staffed by members of the Russell- 
ville Library Board, a booth was 
maintained during the four days of 
the Pope County Fair. The County 
Library plan was explained and cit- 
izens were asked to sign the petition. 


Over 700 names representing most 
of the communities in the county 
were handed in to County Judge 
Ralph Whittenburg. A picture of 
him accepting the petition appeared 
in the RUSSELLVILLE DAILY 
newspaper and was considered ex- 
cellent endorsement for the program. 


Letters setting out the advantages 
of a county library were mailed on 
October 6, to all Home Demonstration 
clubs, Farm Bureau and PTA offi- 
cers, to ministers and school superin- 
tendents in the county. What help 
this was in carrying the measure can- 
not be estimated, but it is certain 
that correct information was supplied 
to people who would ballot in No- 
vember. 


According to the schedule of pro- 
motion the speakers were scheduled 
for the talks before the civic clubs. 
Cards with brief facts were dis- 
tributed to all members. 


9 


About the same time circulars with 
information pertinent and brief were 
mailed to every rural box holder in 
the county. This somewhat costly 
program was made possible by a 
“friend” of the library. 


Radio and press stories continued 
to be launched so as to keep up a 
steady barrage of information as well 
as keep the issue before the voters. 


Four days before the election the 
Pulaski County Library Bookmobile 
was brought to Russellville. Miss 
Shepherd and Mrs. Max Prickett 
showed others through the bookmo- 
bile while members of the board 
herded the Saturday shoppers to- 
wards it. Pope county is deeply 
grateful to the Pulaski County Li- 
brary for this campaign help. 


Mrs. J. M. Smallwood of the Rus- 
sellville Library Board was Legis- 
lative Chairman and deserves much 
of the credit for the successful cam- 


paign. 


A booklet with plan of action, 
schedule and news clippings and pic- 
tures is filed in the Library Commis- 
sion office; it might be helpful to 
other counties seeking to establish a 
county library. 


TAX CAMPAIGN FOR NORTH ARKANSAS 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 


By Mrs. Marion 


The North Arkansas Regional Li- 
brary which serves Boone, Carroll, 
Marion and Newton Counties is proud 
to be a part of the counties it serves. 
It is proud that two counties, Boone 
and Newton, passed the one-mill li- 
brary tax at the last general election, 
November 6. This is one of the great- 
est achievements it has made since its 
organization in 1944, proving that the 
people want better library service. 


After a district trustees meeting 
in Harrison on April 27, 1956, the 
North Arkansas Regional Library 
Board agreed to try for the tax in all 


Jones, Librarian 


four counties, but would meet again 
in August. After their meeting Au- 
gust 23, 1956, petitions were carried in 
each of the four counties and were 
filed with each county court and the 
general election officials over 30 days 
before the general election in Novem- 
ber. Each county obtained many 
more qualified signers than the law 
required. 


It was felt that the millage sup- 
port would be needed to bring the 
regional library in line with the State 
Library Commission program since 
we were four of the 50 counties re- 
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ceiving state aid that didn’t have the 
millage tax; it would assure the li- 
brary of a more stable budget for 
better planning. The Library Service 
Act was signed by the President in 
July and the board had learned that 
in order to receive any part of the 
federal money they would need to 
have the millage tax. Each trustee 
was well aware of the strong feeling 
against more taxes and they realized 
there was only a short time before 
the general election, November 6. 


The different men’s organizations, 
women’s clubs and organizations, 
school librarians and superintendents, 
and county judges were contacted. 
These all gave full cooperation for 
the librarian and various interested 
people to talk to their organization to 
explain what the tax would mean to 
the area. Approximately 50 speeches 
were made. 


An Adult Book Fair held Octo- 
ber 17-18, 1956, consisted of books 
borrowed from the Commission as 
their Traveling Adult Book Fair, the 
Jaycee Book Drive books, and ap- 
proximately 125 new titles the li- 
brary had been able to purchase. The 
purpose of the Adult Book Fair dur- 
ing the tax campaign was to get 
adults together to discuss adult read- 
ing, to help select adult books in va- 
rious categories, and to explain the 
need of the tax. There were several 
interested adult readers in attend- 
ance who gave helpful suggestions. 


A booth advertising the tax was 
maintained in Boone, Carroll and 
Newton county fairs during the 
month of September. 


The newspapers in Boone and New- 
ton counties were most cooperative. 
This was one of the best means of ad- 
vertising we had. Mr. John R. New- 
man, editor of the HARRISON 
DAILY TIMES, is a member of the 
Arkansas Library Commission Board 
from our congressional district. Mr. 
Newman proved to be a friend to the 
library in his editorial column as well 
as the many newspaper articles he 
printed. Besides newspaper articles, 
an advertisement appeared in the last 
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issue of the BOONE COUNTY 
HEADLIGHT and the HARRISON 
DAILY TIMES before election day. 
About the same can be said for the 
NEWTON COUNTY NEWS. The 
Carroll and Marion county papers 
carried stories similar in content. We 
are very grateful to the newspaper 
support; without it we could not have 
accomplished as much as we did. 


The radio was very helpful. More 
radio time could have been used. 
The Arkansas Library Commission 
was very helpful in making sugges- 
tions and in attending board meet- 
ings. 


By law a one-mill tax is all the li- 
brary can receive from local support 
unless the quorum court and inter- 
ested people contribute to their pro- 
gram. Even this is not enough to 
give adequate library support. It is 
much more than we have had, but so 
much is needed. The average reader 
does not realize the tremendous cost 
of printed material and of the up- 
keep of a library. 


Libraries are on the upgrade in our 
state. In order to give the service 
our people want and need it is neces- 
sary to have good recent books, to 
keep up with historical materials, and 
to furnish a building of adequate fa- 
cilities to keep up with the times. 
Where is all the money coming from? 


It is impossible to put on paper 
every detail of a campaign. Full 
credit is hereby extended to all who 
aided in the campaign for the passage 
of a one-mill tax in our four coun- 
ties. Much credit is given to the 
Arkansas Library Commission, the 
North Arkansas Regional Library 
Board, to all clubs and organizations 
and to interested friends of the li- 
brary. We are proud that two coun- 
ties, Boone and Newton, passed the 
tax this last general election. We 
hope that Carroll and Marion county 
will see their way to pass the tax 
in 1958. Carroll County Quorum 
Court voted to give the Regional Li- 
brary $388.00 more than they had 
been giving. 





ARI 
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BRADLEY COUNTY PASSES LIBRARY TAX 
By Mrs. Louis Ederington! 


In the fall of 1916, a group of en- 
thusiastic young matrons organized 
the “Mother’s Self Culture Club”, and 
a few years later the club joined the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
Twice the name of the club was 
changed, and for a number of years 
it has carried the name of “Warren’s 
Woman’s Club.” It is the oldest civic 
organization in Bradley County. 


In 1926, the club voted to establish 
a library as their main project. The 
late Mrs. W. F. Rogers served as 
chairman of this project for the first 
year. In 1927, Mrs. Lee Martin as- 
sumed the chairmanship, a position 
she held until 1940, to be succeeded 
by Mrs. Louis Ederington, who served 
in this capacity until 1956. 


The club was unable to secure a 
place for a library, as money for rent 
was not available. Mrs. Lee Martin 
kept the books in her home. Her front 
door was left unlocked and anyone 
desiring a book could go in, select a 
book unassisted, sign a card and leave 
a dime for rent. A few months later, 
the late S. B. Meek donated a room 
in a building in the business district 
and after much preparation, the Li- 
brary officially opened June 15, 1927, 
with 449 books. This was the home 
of the Library until 1931, when a 
small brick building on the court 
square was offered to house the li- 
brary. This is the present location. 


Most of the 449 books were donated 
by the people of Warren. Today, 
there are more than 3000 books. 


The library was first kept open two 
afternoons a week. For a number 
of years, membership was one dollar 
a year; but for the last three years 
it has been operated as a free library 
for the county as well as the city. 
It has been supported entirely by the 
Womans’ Club except for one dona- 
tion of $100 by John R. Gannaway. 
All labor has been volunteer; many 


of the club members have served 
long and faithfully on the library 
committee. 


From the time of its organization, 
it was the hope and dream of the 
Woman’s Club that eventually the 
city would see fit to incorporate the 
library as a city project and later 
transfer it to the county. Several 
attempts to make this a reality failed; 
but each time the Woman’s Club re- 
fused to believe it could not be ac- 
complished, and resolved to keep 
plugging along until a more con- 
venient season. 


In 1954, the Club made its first 
attempt to qualify for State aid. It 
was decided to try to form a regional 
group with Cleveland and Calhoun 
counties. Mrs. Karl Neal was invited 
to meet with members of the Wom- 
an’s Club and representatives from 
each of the other civic organizations, 
to instruct them as to the require- 
ments for State aid. An interested 
citizen in each county was contacted 
and invited to meet with a committee 
from the Warren Club to discuss 
plans. 


Bradley County was successful in 
getting the one-mill tax on the ballot 
at this time, but it was defeated by 
seven votes. This presented a greater 
challenge; in the next election year 
the Woman’s Club redoubled its ef- 
forts in an all-out campaign. Rep- 
resentatives from the club appeared 
before organizations throughout the 
city and county trying to create in- 
terest. Home Demonstration Clubs 
cooperated in their vicinities. Mrs. 
Karl Neal was speaker at the Rotary 
and Lion’s Clubs. Mrs. Carroll Hol- 
lensworth of the Warren Broadcast- 
ing Station made enthusiastic appeals 
for library interest on her daily pro- 
gram. The local paper carried ed- 
itorials each week. Each member of 
the Woman’s Club was asked to work 
and solicit votes individually and on 


1Mrs. Ederington is chairman of the Library Committee of the Warren’s Woman’s 


Club. 
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the day of the election, each mem- 
ber was assigned a list of people to 
contact by telephone and if necessary 
provide a ride to the polls. Hand- 
bills were also circulated on the day 
of the election. 


This time the Woman’s Club was 
successful. The newly appointed Li- 
brary Board, which has on it two 
members of the Woman’s Club, is 
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planning to continue its headquarters 
in the little building on the court 
house square. This building is of 
historical interest to Bradley County 
as the oldest public building in the 
county. It has at different times 
housed the County Clerk’s Office, the 
Post Office, and the Mayor’s Office. 
It is to be remodeled and restored 
to house the new “Bradley County 
Library.” 


LIBRARY COMMISSION’S FIRST 


: rt: z. 


This is one of two bookmobiles the 
Arkansas Library Commission has 
purchased with a $40,000 grant made 
by the federal government for ex- 
tension of service to rural areas. One 
bookmobile will be stationed at Lit- 
tle Rock and the other will serve a 
six-county North Arkansas area from 
Harrison. Part of the federal funds 
will be used to pay salaries of li- 
brarians and drivers for the book- 
mobiles for two years. 





The Commission received in April 
a federal grant of $40,000, most of 
which was spent on new books and 
two new bookmobiles. One of the 
bookmobiles will tour the state. The 
other will be assigned to northwest 
Arkansas. Some of the money will 
be spent for two more staff members 
and some part time clerical help, Mrs. 
Karl Neal, state librarian said. 
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ALC BOARD DISCUSSES FEDERAL AID TO 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
met at the Commission headquarters 
Saturday, June 8. Mrs. Merlin M. 
Moore, chairman, Mrs. Almon Faught, 
Jonesboro, Miss Pearl Williamson, 
DeQueen, Mrs. Jim Merritt, Mc- 
Gehee, Mrs. Lee Martin, Little Rock, 
John R. Newman, Harrison were 
present. Cecil U. Edmonds, West 
Memphis, National Chairman, “Oper- 
ation Library”, and Tom Ollie, North 
Little Rock, president, Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce, had lunch with the 
board and discussed the program of 
“Operation Library”. The group sur- 
veyed the new state bookmobile 
which was on exhibit at Fifth and 
Main, Little Rock, June 7-8. 


Also present at the board meeting 
were Mrs. Marion Jones, headquar- 
ters librarian of the North Arkansas 
Regional Library, with headquarters 
at Harrison, and Mrs. D. G. Griffiths, 
newly appointed bookmobile librar- 
ian. With federal funds the Arkan- 
sas Library Commission has made 


A NEW SERVICE 


A new resource of especial interest 
to librarians interested in develop- 
ing adult education programs of all 
kinds is now available at headquar- 
ters of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. 


The Resources Committee of the 
Adult Education Section of the ALA 
Public Libraries Division has just 
completed a year-long task—finding 
and bringing together in a file the 
names of more than 450 librarians 
and non-librarians who have had im- 
portant experience in adult educa- 
tion as consultants, researchers, 
speakers, panel members, discussion 
leaders or resource people. The com- 
mittee chairman is Robert S. Ake, 
Public Library Consultant, Connecti- 
cut State Department of Education. 


The new Adult Education Resource 
File classifies these persons by their 
specialties: (1) Community study; 


plans to strengthen the North Ark- 
ansas Regional Library through its 
extension of library service to ad- 
ditional counties in the region and 
the acquisition of a modern, adequate 
building to house the headquarters li- 
brary facilities. In regard to the first 
stipulation posed by the Commission, 
Searcy County has already accepted 
an invitation to become part of the 
regional library setup, while Baxter 
County is expected to accept. Har- 
rison Jaycees have deeded a site for 
a new library building, and the Wom- 
an’s Book Club of Harrison has 
agreed to sell the present headquar- 
ters to finance the construction of a 
new building which should be ready 
by January 1. The same stimulating 
offer with the two stipulations in- 
volved is being offered through the 
federal grant to any group of neigh- 
boring public libraries in the state, 
provided they can become established 
in a multi-county organization ac- 
cording to existing requirements. 


FOR ARKANSAS 


(2) Leadership training for commun- 
ity service, group techniques, and dis- 
cussion methods using films, record- 
ings, printed materials, etc.; (3) Pro- 
gram planning and services for spe- 
cial groups; (4) Evaluation of pro- 
grams and services; and (5) Other 
adult education services such as film 
production and use, public relations, 
etc. 


The ALA Library-Community Pro- 
ject is now enabled to give prompt 
reply to requests for help in locating 
resource people—in all parts of the 
country—from non-library groups as 
well as from public, school, college, 
and special libraries to serve as con- 
sultants for workshops, institutes and 
other types of library meetings. In- 
quiries should be directed to Miss 
Ruth Warncke, Director, ALA Li- 
brary-Community Project, 50 East 
Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 
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A file of Arkansas resource peo- 
ple was compiled for the ALA Li- 
brary-Community Project by Mrs. 
Anne Jackson, consultant at the Ark- 
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ansas Library Commission. 


ence in the Commission office. 


LEADERS EVALUATE ARKANSAS’ UNDERGRADUATE 
LIBRARY SCIENCE PROGRAM 


By Gladys Sachse! 


Library science instructors from 
Arkansas colleges and the University 
of Arkansas, and members of the 
Education Committee of the Arkan- 
sas Library Association met at the 
Nolen Irby School on the Arkansas 
State Teachers College campus, Sat- 
urday, May 11, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing and evaluating the 18-hour 
undergraduate library science pro- 
gram offered in the state. 


Mrs. Louis Dunaway, Jr., served as 
moderator for the meeting. Discus- 
sion topics and their leaders were: 
Instructional Materials, Miss Marcella 
Grider, University of Arkansas, Fay- 
etteville; Reference, Miss Camilla 
Sharp, Arkansas State College, Jones- 
boro; School Library Management, 
Mrs. Opal Walters, Arkansas State 
Teachers College, Conway; Catalog- 
ing and Classification, Miss Allie Wil- 
son, Henderson State Teachers Col- 
lege, Arkadelphia; Practice Work, 
Miss Gladys Sachse, Arkansas State 
Teachers College, Conway. 


Miss Florence Clayton Carmichael, 
Arkansas A. & M. College, Monti- 
cello; Miss Myrtle Roush, Arkansas 
Polytechnic College, Russellville; and 
Mrs. Lucy Finley, Henderson State 
Teachers College, Arkadelphia, will 
prepare a written report which will 
be sent to all participants and other 


schools interested in the library 
science training program. 

Library science instructors from 
these schools attended the Saturday 
session: Arkansas A. & M. College, 
Monticello; Henderson State Teach- 
ers College, Arkadelphia; Arkansas 
Polytechnic College, Russellville; 
Arkansas State College, Jonesboro; 
Ouachita College, Arkadelphia; Hard- 
ing College, Searcy. 

Mrs. R. C. Keathley, Danville High 
School librarian, and Miss Frieda 
Cummings, Vilonia High School li- 
brarian, members of the Education 
Committee of Arkansas, participated 
in the discussion. 


J. H. Wasson represented the 
State Department of Education at the 
meeting. Mrs. Karl Neal, Miss Fred- 
dy Schader, and Mrs. Anne Jackson 
represented the Arkansas Library 
Commission. 


Miss Norris McClellan, associate 
professor of Library Science, Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge, 
was a special guest at the meeting. 


Members of the Arkansas State 
Teachers College Library staff were 
in charge of local arrangements. 


The meeting was called by Miss 
Gladys Sachse as chairman of the 
Education Committee, Arkansas Li- 
brary Association. 


1Miss Sachse is assistant librarian in charge of the Nolen M. Irby School Library, 


Arkansas State Teachers College, Conway. 


A copy 
of the list is maintained for refer- 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOPS AT MAGNOLIA 
By Florene Jordan! 


The most rewarding experiences 
that librarians have are those that 
bring together people interested in 
the improvement of schools, libraries, 
and the reading programs of com- 
munities. 


Two meetings of this type have 
been sponsored by the Columbia- 
Lafayette Regional Library in the 
last two years. Miss Florene Jordan, 
librarian, asked Dean Whiteside, 
School Supervisor in the Arkansas 
Department of Education, if he would 
like to meet with the county super- 
visors and school librarians of the 
area served by the regional library. 


Mr. Whiteside liked the idea and 
asked that plans be made for the 
meeting during the week he made 
his official visits to Columbia County 
schools. Mrs. Lila Smith, Columbia 
County School Supervisor, helped 
plan the meetings, and Walter Wil- 
son, Lafayette County school super- 
visor, was invited to attend the din- 
ners held at Magnolia Inn. 


Last year Miss Marjorie Walker, 
Lewisville High School librarian, led 
a discussion on school library organ- 
ization and arrangement, using as an 
example her own library which was 
rearranged and converted from class- 
rooms. 


She pointed out that much could 
be done in older buildings if the li- 
brarian would use color and imagina- 
tion and a little money. These things 
had been done in the Lewisville High 
School which is now a very attractive 
library. 


On April 16, of this year, the sec- 
ond meeting was held, and Mrs. C. A. 
Hartley, Magnolia High School li- 
brarian, led the discussion on public- 
ity through posters and displays and 
student librarians’ clubs. She stated 
that students enjoyed making beauti- 
ful displays and enjoyed seeing them 


and that students were valuable in 
helping to run a library. 


At each of the meetings Mr. White- 
side had the opportunity of knowing 
the school librarians and their prob- 
lems, and he could help them per- 
sonally. He explained the library 
standards and the things expected by 
the Department of Education. Not 
only did the librarians know Mr. 
Whiteside better, but they enjoyed 
knowing each other better; and they 
received help from each other, the 
county supervisors, and the regional 
librarian. 


The regional librarian stressed the 
services of the library and received 
suggestions of how service to schools 
might be improved through better 
book collections, bookmobile service, 
and service to adults. 


This year Mr. Whiteside invited the 
regional librarian to visit two schools 
with him and the county supervisor. 
He thought the library could better 
serve every student and teacher in 
the school if the librarian knew more 
about classroom activities. 


School librarians invited to attend 
the meeting were Mrs. C. A. Hartley 
and Mrs. George Henry, Magnolia; 
Miss Annie Hayes, Waldo; Mrs. Juan- 
ita Cunningham, McNeil; Mrs. Ar- 
zelle Garner, Emerson; Billy Ray 
Hughes, Taylor; Mrs. Baucum E]- 
more, Village; Miss Marjorie Walker 
and Mrs. Helen Tackett, Lewisville; 
Mrs. C. C. Russell, Stamps; Mrs. Shel- 
by Whitehead, Bradley. 


These meetings were kept very in- 
formal so that each person present 
could participate in the dicussions. 
The experiences of school librarians, 
county school supervisors, a repre- 
sentative from the Department of 
Education, and the regional librarian 
have been shared, and each person 
has a better understanding of com- 
mon problems and their solutions. 


1Miss Jordan is librarian of Columbia-LaFayette Regional Library, with head- 


quarters in Magnolia. 
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SWANSONG FOR WORKSHOP TOURS 


The tour of Arkansas libraries of 
different types in North Arkansas 
which was taken by librarians and 
trustees from over the state April 
1-4, was the last sponsored “work- 
shop” tour on the present agenda of 
the Arkansas Library Commission. 
These tours have provided persons 
able to take each trip by chartered 
bus a chance to get at least an over- 
all view of some of the libraries in 
all sections of Arkansas, since the 
state has been covered systematical- 
ly area by area within the last few 
years. Travellers bear witness to a 
renewed stimulus for work at home 
as a result of seeing what other peo- 
ple are doing in their libraries. Such 
a tour provides an opportunity for 
local library board members and city 


officials to meet and discuss their 
mutual interests in libraries with 
visitors who live in other parts of 
Arkansas. It also is an incentive to 
“put your best foot forward” by 
dressing up the local library with 
new arrangements of books or shelv- 
ing, with a new paint job, or with 
art and floral decorations. Tourists 
—mostly librarians—generally seem 
to believe that these bus trips to li- 
braries around the state have been 
worthwhile, although such advant- 
ages as “a new and better awareness, 
a quickened interest in all we do” 
is on the side of intangibles, and most 
difficult to pinpoint. We believe, 
nevertheless, that these are substan- 
tial goals for librarianship in Arkan- 
sas. 


EDUCATING LIBRARIANS — A NEW APPROACH 


THE HUMANITIES AND THE LI- 
BRARY!— which the American Li- 
brary Association will publish late in 
June—represents an important new 
development in the theory and prac- 
tice of library education at the grad- 
uate level. 


The book offers, according to Les- 
ter Asheim, its principal author, “a 
new approach to teaching the basic 
principles and skills of librarianship.” 
The book he has produced exempli- 
fies this approach. It presents the 
basic literature of the humanities— 
religion, philosophy, art, music, liter- 
ature— in general, and by way of 
specific examples. It shows how the 
subject matter in each area affects 
library practices. And it presents 


the various applications of the tech- 
niques of librarianship which grow 
out of these requirements. 


This organic approach to library 


training has aroused much interest | 


in library circles, and the present 
book has been financed by a 
Carnegie grant to the Graduate Li- 
brary School of the University of 
Chicago, of which Lester Asheim is 
Dean. The book is designed to show 
the kind of library science course 
which can be developed in terms of 
the new approach. But by its com- 
pleteness in each area it treats it can 
likewise serve as an actual syllabus 
for such a course. In many places, 
the publishers believe, it will be used 
directly as a text. 


ANY OLD LETTERS IN YOUR ATTIC? 


The University of Chicago and the 
University of Virginia are sponsoring 
the publication of a new and com- 
plete edition of the papers of James 
Madison. The editors will appreciate 
information about the location of let- 
ters by or to James Madison or his 


wife, especially letters in private pos- 
session or among uncalendared manu- 
scripts in the collections of public or 
private institutions. Please address 
The Papers of James Madison, 1126 
East 59th Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 


1The Humanities and the Library: Problems in the Interpretation, Evaluation and 


Use of Library Materials. 
sociation. June, 1957. 


Lester Asheim and associates. 
352 pages, $5.00. 


American Library As- 
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Shown here are Miss Phyllis Maggeroli, ALA consultant; and Miss Elizabeth 
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LIBRARY-COMMUNITY PROJECT CONTINUES TILL 1959 






Malone of Jonesboro, and Miss Nina Turner of Hardy, members of the planning 


committee for the second library materials workshop for Arkansas. 


The workshop 


will be in Jonesboro on the Arkansas State College campus. 


The American Library Association 
has received a new grant of $200,000 
from the Fund for Adult Education 
for further development of long- 
range adult education programs in li- 
braries, according to David H. Clift, 
ALA Executive Secretary. The funds 
will extend the current ALA Library- 


Community Project, which began in 
1955, under a similar grant, until 
August 31, 1959. Additionally, a 
grant of $29,500 will continue the ser- 
vices of the ALA Office for Adult 
Education to August 31, 1961. 


In the Project, studies to determine 
community needs in relation to li- 
brary resources for the development 
of services for adults are carried on 


in four states—Kansas, Maryland, 
Michigan, and Tennessee. 


The extended Project offers to as 
many as four more state library 
agencies grants of $12,000 each for the 
two-year period, the grant state in 
each case to be selected by a com- 
mittee of the ALA Adult Education 
Division. Applications have been sent 
out to all state agencies, with a dead- 
line of May 10, 1957, for their re- 
turn to the Project office at ALA 
Headquarters. The committee con- 
sidered applications during this year’s 
Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association in Kansas City 
(Mo.), June 23-29. Announcement of 
grantees, the states of Nebraska and 
Wisconsin, was made during the Con- 
ference. 
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On May 18, the Planning Commit- 
tee for the Arkansas workshop to be 
held August 26-30 met in Camden at 
the Public Library of Camden and 
Ouachita County. Present at this 
session were Mrs. Karl Neal, state 
librarian who will be director of the 
workshop; Miss Elizabeth Malone, 
Jonesboro and Craighead County li- 
brarian and chairman of local ar- 
rangements; Mrs. Howard Prichard, 
Hempstead County librarian, work- 
shop program chairman; Mrs. W. F. 
Yost, Commission reference librarian, 
book selection chairman; Miss 
Heloise Griffon, director of audio- 


MUSIC PUTS NEW 
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visual services, State Department of 
Education; Miss Frances Nix, librar- 
ian for Camden and Ouachita coun- 
ty; Miss Lucille Slater, Union County 
librarian who is president of the Ark- 
ansas Library Association; and Miss 
Florene Jordan, Columbia-Lafayette 
Regional librarian. A report of the 
plans was subsequently forwarded to 


Miss Phyllis Maggeroli, ALA Library- | 


Community Project administrative 
assistant who will serve as consultant 
for the second Library Materials 
Workshop at Arkansas State College, 
Jonesboro. 


LIFE IN LIBRARY 


By Dorothy Myers! 


Go ahead, laugh. We are so pleased 
with ourselves we can not resist a 
broad grin of our own. 


We have even caught some of the 
heavy-footed boys tiptoeing through 
the library to keep from disrupting 
the music. 


Yes, music—music composed by the 
masters, recorded by great artists, 
and reproduced for us all day through 
the medium of a high fidelity record 
player. We are enjoying a dream 
come true. 


We hope to accomplish three pur- 
poses with our use of a musical back- 
ground in our library. 


First, to mask the small, unavoid- 
able noises. Second, to create an at- 
mosphere of restfulness in which to 
study and browse. Third, to help 
build an appreciation for good music. 


We have no questions as to whether 
our first purpose will be accomp- 
lished. It is. Not only are the un- 
avoidable noises masked, but the 
avoidable noises have been consider- 
ably lessened. 


Pupils are high in their praise of 


iMiss Meyers is publicity chairman for 


the latest addition to the library at 
Stuttgart High School. 


They pass the charging desk on the 
way out and make such remarks as, 
“The music is so nice,” or “I just 
love the music”. The librarian is 
stopped in the halls and on the school 
ground by students who want to ex- 
press their appreciation for the music. 


Several of these have told us, in 


different ways, that they find it eas- | 


ier, as well as more pleasant, to study 
while listening to the records. 


We realize we have been a little 
bit daring, maybe, but not too daring. 
Ours is not a completely new idea. 
Business, industry, and professional 
people have found it worth their 
while to provide a musical back- 
ground for their employees whose 
jobs require concentration, and to re- 
lieve the tensions of those whose 
patronage they seek. It has been used 
in public libraries with good results, 
and so far we have found it good in 
our situation. 


Yes, go ahead—laugh. We feel like 
laughing with joy, ourselves. Then 
when you have finished laughing, 
you might consider the possibilities 
in your own situation. 


the Stuttgart High School Library, and 


prepared this article at the request of Mrs. Anne Jackson of the Arkansas Library 


Commission. The article has appeared 


mission’s High School Library Newsletter. 


in the Arkansas Gazette and the Com- 
Mrs. Myrtis Jones is librarian and 


J. D. Clary, superintendent of the Stuttgart High School. 
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ARKANSAS STUDENT LIBRARY ASSISTANTS 
CONVENE 


By Winnie Lowe! 


Buzz sessions dealing with the 
problems and interests of student 
librarians were the order of the day 
at the sixth annual meeting of ASLA 
held at Arkansas State Teachers Col- 
lege in Conway on March 16. “Un- 
locking Library Treasures” was the 
theme of the program planned by 
Mary Eloise Bethel of Fourche Valley 
High School. Mr. Silas Snow, presi- 
dent, Arkansas State Teachers Col- 
lege, gave the welcome address. 


For a second year the youngsters 
showed their enthusiasm for their 
“jobs” as student assistants by meet- 
ing in groups to carry out informal 
discussion of common problems and 
to exchange ideas on various phases 
of their work in Arkansas school li- 
braries. This year they had voted 
almost unanimously in favor of buzz 
sessions over any other form of pro- 
gram. 


Arkansas State Teachers College 
Library staff, assisted by the library 
clubs of Conway Public School and 
Nolen Irby Training School, was in 
charge of local arrangements for 
about 1300 delegates. However, it 
became evident that such a large 
group was a little unwieldly for per- 
fect results from the buzz sessions. 
The groups were well attended 
and the school librarians attending 
the sessions were pleased with the 
initiative exhibited by the young peo- 
ple in organizing their groups and 
handling the discussions. 


The groups were divided into eight 
problem interest areas which had 
been planned by the executive board, 
with additional suggestions from 
clubs. The eight areas used were: 
programs for library club meetings; 
service projects for library clubs; 
money making projects; publicity; 
routine procedure and library prob- 


lems; picture and pamphlet files; 
films and filmstrips; and organiza- 
tion of new clubs. This last was 
especially appropriate since many 
schools had sent delegates who had 
not organized locally but wished to 
do so. 


One of the areas which seemed to 
have great interest for the students 
and one in which they responded 
enthusiastically was that of programs 
for local library club meetings. 12 
general suggestions were reported 
and some of those could be broken 
down into sub-topics. Practical and 
timely projects (both money making 
and service-wise) were discussed and 
27 suggestions in these two areas 
were reported. 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
offered to make copies of the sug- 
gestions from the buzz sessions and 
such copies will be available at a 
later date to interested librarians 
over the state. Requests should be 
directed to the high school consult- 
ant, Mrs. Anne Jackson. 


ASLA is to be commended for the 
work accomplished at this meeting 
and for its growth from approximate- 
ly 50 delegates in 1953 to almost 1300 
in 1957. 


Entertainment was furnished dur- 
ing the noon hour by club members 
from El Dorado, Pine Bluff, and Con- 
way. Fun hour — 3:00-4:00 in the 
afternoon was under the direction of 
Dick Allen, librarian, ASTC, and his 
staff. 


Officers elected for the ensuing 
year are: President, Carlene Crow- 
ley, Hazen; Vice-President, Patsy 
Carroll, Nashville; Second Vice-Pres- 
ident, Paul McNutt, Conway; Secre- 
tary, Nancy Plair, Warren. 


iMrs. John W. Lowe is librarian at Fourche Valley High School, Briggsville. 
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SOUTHERN STATES STUDY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


By Anne 
Consultant, Arkansas 


“How do we get to where we are 
going?” was the undercurrent ques- 
tion for the members of the Library 
Committee of the Southern States 
Work Conference at the annual meet- 
ing in Daytona Beach, Florida, June 
2-8. 


The Southern States Work Confer- 
ence on Education which meets each 
year at Daytona Beach has spent sev- 
eral years in intensive consideration 
of the overall program of school im- 
provements in the South. Among the 
new committees appointed this year 
for the study of specific phases of 
school services is one assigned to 
study the school library. Due to the 
realization by key people of the im- 
portance of library service in the 
school a request was made to the 
Executive Committee of SSWC that 
a committee be named to formulate 
plans for the study. Miss Nancy Day, 
School Library Supervisor, South 
Carolina, is the Regional Chairman. 
A committee with a state chairman 
has been appointed for each of the 
14 states participating in the Confer- 
ence. 


11 states were represented at the 
first meeting of the committee on 
June 3. The state chairmen gave re- 
ports which indicated the existing 
conditions of library services in their 
schools and included suggestions for 
study of the various types of service 
being given and asked that recom- 
mendations for improvement be 
made. 


A general statement relative to the 
philosophy of school libraries re- 
sulted from the thinking of the en- 
tire group. The statement, given be- 
low, contains the committee’s five 
pertinent points. 


1. A good school library helps 
boys and girls develop attitudes, abil- 


Jackson! 
Library Commission 


ities, and habits of using books and 
other materials to attain their goals 
of living. 


2. A good school library is a vital 
part of the school program and is 
the result of the cooperative effort 
of the librarian, the teachers, the ad- 
ministration, the pupils, and the lay 
community. 


3. An effective school library in- 
cludes attractive and functional quar- 
ters, an adequate collection of books 
and other materials, a librarian whose 
professional and personal qualifica- 
tions equip her with the understand- 
ing of boys and girls and teaching 
problems, a planned program of ser- 
vice and utilization. 


4. A good school library program 
provides time for boys and girls to 
pursue their special interests and en- 
courages them to develop new inter- 
ests and skills. 


5. A good school library cooper- 
ates with other agencies and organ- 
izations. 


For further discussion the group 
was divided into four sub-committees 
for the purpose of exploring the sug- 
gested areas of the problem, “What 
is a good school library and what does 
it do for boys and girls?” The areas 
are: 


A. Pre-service and in-service educa- 
tion of librarians, teachers, and 
administrators, including recruit- 
ment. 


B. (1) Different patterns of school 
library service with evalua- 
tions. 


(2) Graphic presentation of exist- 
ing services in various states. 


(3) Obstacles to good library ser- 
vice. 


iMrs. Jackson is state chairman for Arkansas Library Committee, Southern States 
Work Conference. 
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C. Evidence of the effects of good li- 
brary situations upon boys and 
girls. 

D. (1) Relationship of librarian to 

teachers, administrators, and 
community leaders. 


(2) Utilization of professional abil- 
ities of librarians in planning 
the school library buildings, 
etc. 


(3) Relative value concepts in 
technical services. 


The active study of the existing li- 
brary conditions in each state may 
be acomplished by the use of ques- 
tionnaires, research of statistical 
sources, narrative accounts, verbatim 
statements of librarians, teachers, ad- 
ministrators, students, or other inter- 
ested people, and any sources of in- 
formation as to library service and 
the interpretation of this service in 
the school. 


It was recommended that a study 
be made of the various patterns of 
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existing types of library programs 
in enrollments of small, medium and 
large schools. The information should 
include: (1) Data on organization, 
leadership, and the steps involved in 
planning and executing the present 
program on the present budget; (2) 
Advantages and limitations of the 
present program; (3) Effectiveness of 
library services offered; and (4) Pro- 
jected expansion of the particular 
program under study. 


This forward looking project sug- 
gested for the school library service- 
minded people of the southern states 
will be based on a three-year period 
of study. Changes may be made in 
outlines, plans, and programs; but the 
objective of the school library ser- 
vice to children and young people 
will continue to hold top priority in 
the minds of administrators and 
teachers, as well as librarians, who 
are interested in acquiring, maintain- 
ing, and improving school library 
service. 


BOOKS FOR YOU 


It is a fact that most of the public 
libraries in Arkansas are earger to 
acquire more Arkansas material, and 
are always on the “look out” for new 
books and new writers. Some of our 
perennial writers are prolific and 
are adding to their laurels with more 
recent books. Charlie Mae Simon 
published two worthwhile books in 
1956, one on Dr. Albert Schweitzer. 
The first is a heartwarming story of 
a boy in the 1890’s who stayed home 
in Arkansas on a rice farm while his 
brother enjoyed adventure in Alaska, 
California, and in the Spanish Amer- 
ican war. For her next book she has 
written one of the best accounts of 
Dr. Schweitzer’s life activities ever 
done for young people. 


Faith Yingling Knoop adds to her 
list for young readers with an ac- 
count of the Indian “Trail of Tears” 
which crossed Arkansas going from 
Georgia into the Indian Territory. 
And Ruth Thomas, veteran bird 
watcher and Arkansas Gazette col- 


umnist who scored a hit with her 
CRIP COME HOME a few years ago, 
has told another charming little story 
about a brush goat in the Arkansas 
Ozarks. 


These all are more than adequate 
as good reading fare for children and 
young people. We are glad for every 
one of them. 


The late Royl S. Barnes is author 
of a readable, compact resume of 
Arkansas state and local government. 
This book is a candidate for use as 
text material under the new state law 
to require teaching of Arkansas his- 
tory in the public schools of the state. 


For adults the diet is high in qual- 
ity but not sufficient in quantity. Mr. 
Pitts has produced an authentic work 
on a special phase of the Civil War 
as a result of intensive research which 
he did when asked to speak on this 
particular topic. Glenn Shirley’s 
book is a welcome, well-written ad- 
dition to the history of lawlessness 
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and frontier justice around and be- 
yond Fort Smith. 


An excellent book which fills a 
long-time felt need is Claire N. 
Moody’s BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE 
or ELK HORN TAVERN. This is 
specially timely in consideration of 
the current legislative interest in ac- 
quiring military and historical sites 
for national parks in Arkansas. An 
attic search in more of our Southern 
homes may produce additional, often 
intriguing journals and diaries of in- 
dividual gallantries and hardships 
similar to Capt. Lavender’s account. 
This is a worthy publication venture 
by Arkansas people who are inter- 
ested in the history of our state. 


The question comes into mind so 
often when we see these occasional 
ventures and realize that they are not 
nearly enough: Why cannot Arkan- 
sas produce an adequate number of 
publications dealing with her own 
distinctive backgrounds and _histor- 
ical past? One answer which has 
been postulated is that we have no 
“university press” established at the 
University of Arkansas as so many 
other states have in connection with 
their state universities. 


Here is a problem for librarians, 
historians, writers, and researchers to 
work on for the consummate zood of 
every citizen of Arkansas. 


ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


GREEN GROWS THE PRAIRIE, by 
Charlie May (Hogue) Simon. Alad- 
din, 1956. $1.75 

ALL MEN ARE BROTHERS, by 
Charlie May (Hogue) Simon. Dut- 
ton, 1956. $3.00 

KUNI OF THE CHEROKEES, by 
Faith Yingling Knoop. Harlow 
Publishing Co., 1957. $2.16 

BRUSH GOAT, MILK GOAT, by 
Ruth Thomas. Sterling, 1957. $2.50 

FACTS, FIGURES AND FUNC- 
TIONS OF ARKANSAS STATE & 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, by Royl 
S. Barnes. Hurley Company, 1957. 
$4.00 

THEY NEVER CAME BACK: THE 
WAR MEMOIRS OF CAPTAIN 
JOHN W. LAVENDER, by John 
W. Lavender. Southern Press, 
1956. $4.00 (ed. by Ted Worley) 

BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE or ELK 
HORN TAVERN, by Claire N. 
Moody. Arkansas Valley Printing 
Company, 1956. $1.00 

CHAPLAINS IN GRAY, by Charles 
F. Pitts. Broadman Press, 1957. 
$2.75 

LAW WEST OF FORT SMITH, by 
Glenn Shirley. Holt, 1957. $5.00 


(We are indebted to the Second 
Supplement to Arkansiana for High 
Schools, published in the Commis- 
sion’s High School Library Bulletin. 
Comment on individual titles was 
borrowed from Mrs. Anne Jackson, 
consultant.) 


MRS. MARY P. DOUGLAS CONFERENCE SPEAKER 


Mrs. Eugenia Condell, chairman of 
the School Section of the Arkansas 
Library Association, is happy to an- 
nounce that Mrs. Mary Peacock Doug- 
las, author of the Teacher Librarian’‘s 
Handbook and the new ALA publi- 
cation, The Pupil Assistant in the 
School Library, will be the speaker 
for the school librarians’ section meet- 
ing during the Arkansas Library As- 


sociation’s convention in Little Rock 
October 7 and 8. 


Mrs. Condell has expressed the hope 
that every school librarian will at- 
tend the conference and meet Mrs. 
Douglas who has made so rich a con- 
tribution to school librarianship in the 
United States. 
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ARKANSANS ATTEND ALA PRE-CONFERENCE 
bed l FOR Balnctada 


Pictured here are four of the Ark- 
ansas trustees who went with a group 
of librarians by chartered bus to 
Kansas City on June 21 to attend the 
annual meeting of the American Li- 


brary Association. From left to 
right, they are: Ray Boyle, chairman, 
Hot Spring County Library, Malvern; 
Mrs. W. H. McCain, trustee, Arkan- 
sas Library Commission, Cotton 
Plant; Miss Pearl Williamson, trustee, 
Arkansas Library Commission, De 
Queen; and Mrs. Fletcher McElhan- 
non, chairman, Clark County Library 
Board, Arkadelphia. Other trustees 
also attending the ALA pre-confer- 
ence workshop for trustees, Jaycees 
and librarians included Mrs. Merlin 
Moore, chairman, Arkansas Library 
Commission, Little Rock; Mrs. Almon 
Faught, trustee, Arkansas Library 
Commission, Jonesboro; Ralph Riley, 
trustee, Carnegie City Library, Fort 
Smith; Curtis Easley, trustee, Colum- 
bia-Lafayette Regional Library, Tay- 





lor; Mrs. Demetra Barton, trustee, 
Craighead County Library, Jones- 
boro; Mrs. Joe W. Clement, trustee, 
Jefferson County Library, Pine 
Bluff; J. N. Heiskell, 1957 national 
trustee citation winner, president, 
Little Rock Public Library Board, and 
Mrs. Heiskell; Mrs. D. D. Terry, 
trustee, Little Rock Public Library, 
and D. D. Terry; G. W. Blankenship, 
trustee, Little Rock Public Library; 
Harvey L. Young, trustee, Pulaski 
County Library, North Little Rock; 
Mrs. O. B. Clark, trustee, Union 
County Library, El Dorado; Mr. Cecil 
U. Edmonds, “Operation Library” na- 
tional chairman, trustee, West Mem- 
phis Public Library, and Mrs. 
Edmonds. 

Arkansas Library Commission 
chairman, Mrs. Moore was a pre- 
conference workshop planner and is 
the newly elected president of the 
American Association of Library 
Trustees. 
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COMMISSION RECEIVES GIFTS 


Profiles in Courage, by Senator 
John Kennedy, has been donated to 
the book collection of the Arkansas 
Library Commission by Miss Willie 
Lawson and Miss Beryl Henry, both 
of Little Rock, in memorial tribute to 
the late DR. MORGAN R. OWENS, 
retired Arkansas educator. Dr. Owens 
in 1954 became director emeritus of 
the Division of Instruction, State De- 


NEWS 


MISS PHYLLIS MAGGEROLI, 
ALA Library-Community Project, 
Chicago, met with a group of county 
librarians and staff members of the 
Arkansas Library Commission 
May 3 at the Hotel Lafayette for a 
preliminary planning session for the 
August workshop. The theme of this 
year’s workshop will be: Modern 
Man: His Heritage—His Culture. 


THE ARKANSAS LIBRARY COM- 
MISSION has recently received a six- 
volume history of American sailing 
vessels entitled MERCHANT SAIL, 
by William Armstrong Fairburn. 
This substantial work was published 
and distributed as a public service by 
the Fairburn Marine Education 
Foundation, Inc., of Center Lovell, 
Maine, of which William A. Fairburn, 
Jr. is president. The entire edition 
of this work will be distributed gratis; 
the books will not be offered for sale. 
MERCHANT SAIL is dedicated “to 
the student who is seeking, as the 
author vainly sought in his youth, to 
learn the truth regarding ships and 
their relation to the development of 
the American colonies and the United 
States.” The last volume consists of 
a number of appendices, the first of 
which is a 384-page essay on owners 
of clipper ships and a record of the 
clippers they owned; an index of ves- 
sels, a general index and a biblio- 
graphy. This set of books can be 
valuable as a reference tool on ex- 
plorers and personalities in early 
American history. Besides the vari- 
ous indexes in volume six, the table 
of contents in each separate volume 


partment of Education. Survivors in- 
clude his wife and a son, both of 
Little Rock, and a sister of Dallas. 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
has also recently received as a gift 


The Tontine, by Thomas B. Costain. 


This popular two-volume novel was 
presented by Miss Mildred M. Moss 
of Little Rock. 


NOTES 


is also a valuable guide to the ma- 
terial. 


OBITUARIES 


MRS. MARY LOUISA RAIN- 
WATER, aged 82, died at her home 
in Walnut Ridge in April. She is 
survived by three sons, including A. 
W. Rainwater of Walnut Ridge, a 
former member of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission and presently 
chairman of the Lawrence County 
Library Board; four daughters, in- 
cluding Miss Ida Rainwater, librar- 
ian at Walnut Ridge High School and 
member-at-large of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association; six grandchildren, 
including the former Jaqueline Rain- 
water, Mrs. William Ramsey now re- 
siding in California, who at one time 
was a member of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission staff; and one 
great grandchild. 


CHARLES HAIGWOOD, a resident 
of Clarksville, passed away April 1. 
He was the father of Mrs. Hazel H. 
Deal, librarian, Washington County 
Library with headquarters at Fay- 
etteville. 


REV. R. D. McDougal, retired 
Methodist minister, died in a hospital 
in Osceola on May 12, after a long 
illness. Survivors are a son and three 
daughters, including Miss Eula Mc- 
Dougal of Osceola, librarian, Missis- 
sippi County Library. Another 
daughter, Miss Myrtle McDougal, is 


school. 


At the regular May meeting of the 
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Arkansas Sight Conservation Group, 
Arville Krauss, State Health Depart- 
ment, was elected president and MISS 
FREDDY SCHADER, Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission, was elected secre- 
tary. Dr. K. W. Cosgrove, who had 
just returned from a National Sight 
Conservation meeting, presented the 
need for clinics in Arkansas for the 
detection of glaucoma. Glaucoma is 
one of the major causes of blindness 
in adults over 40 years of age. The 
Arkansas group agreed to help with 
the publicity of such clinics spon- 
sored by the Arkansas Optometric 
Society. 


MISS EVELYN D. MULLEN, Li- 
brary Extension Specialist, Library 
Service Branch, Office of Education, 
Washington D. C., visited the Arkan- 
sas Library Commission April 5-8, 
to discuss with the Commission staff 
and trustees the use of federal aid 
to libraries. She will return to Ark- 
ansas at a later date in order to con- 
tinue the discussion of administrative 
problems in an advisory capacity. 


A good ending to a long drawn-out 
composite effort for libraries has been 
recently reported by Julia D. Bennett 
from the ALA Washington Office: 
“Hurrah. Final Senate action on Li- 
brary Services Act is five million.... 
Please spread the good word.” 


Indeed we will, Julia. We’re pretty 
happy about it ourselves. It will 
mean $107,309 for federal aid to li- 
brary service in Arkansas. 


Librarians from Arkansas who at- 
tended the ALA meeting in Kansas 
City include Mrs. Jessie Bach, Jack- 
son County Library, Newport; Mrs. 
Inez Bishop, White County Library, 
Searcy; Mrs. Evelyn Griffiths, North 
Arkansas Regional Library, Harrison; 
Miss Florene Jordan, Columbia-La- 
fayette Regional Library, Magnolia; 
Miss Gladys Krone, Carnegie City 
Public Library, Fort Smith; Miss Lucy 
Moore, Clark County Library, Arka- 
delphia; Mrs. Clarice Pollard, Grant 
County Library, Sheridan; Mrs. Hazel 
Prichard, Hempstead County Library, 


25 


Hope; Mrs. Dula Reid, Faulkner-Van 
Buren Regional Library, Conway; 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Pulaski 
County Library, Little Rock; Miss 
Lucille Slater, Union County Library, 
El Dorado; Miss Nina Turner, Sharp 
County Library, Hardy; Miss Elsie 
Weisenberger, Hope; Miss Rose Akers, 
Camp Chaffee, Fort Smith; Miss Vel- 
ma Lee Adams, Southern State Col- 
lege, Magnolia; Mrs. Lucille L. Mur- 
phy, College of the Ozarks, Clarks- 
ville; Miss Mary E. Upton, Veterans 
Hospital, Little Rock; Marvin Miller, 
J. C. Borden, Miss Helen Andrews, 
Mrs. Gladys Felton, and Miss Wanda 
Pringle, all of the University of Ark- 
ansas, Fayetteville; Mrs. Karl Neal, 
Mrs. Anne Jackson, Mrs. Margaret 
Yost, Mrs. Marie Pinckney, and Miss 
LaNell Compton, all of the Arkansas 
Library Commission, Little Rock. 
Mrs. T. S. Compton, a member of the 
Arkansas Library Association, also 
went on the chartered bus to Kansas 
City. 


TACO, THE SNORING BURRO is 
the title of a new Junior Literary 
Guild selection for boys and girls 
ages 7 and 8 years, which was written 
in collaboration with Barbara A. 
Huff, by MRS. HELEN HOLLAND 
GRAHAM and published by Abelard- 
Schuman. Mrs. Graham is_ the 
daughter of Mrs. A. L. Holland, assis- 
tant librarian, Crossett Public Li- 
brary, and Mr. Holland who is em- 
ployed by the Crossett Company. 


ED WILLIAMSON died Monday, 
June 3 at his home in California. 
Interment was in DeQueen, Arkan- 
sas, June 6. Besides his wife he is 
survived by one brother and four 
sisters including Miss Pearl William- 
son, a trustee of the Arkansas Library 
Commission. 


ROBERT ERNEST VINSON, of 
Little Rock, operator of the Chrola 
Vinson School and Library Supply 
Company, died June 21 at a Little 
Rock hospital. The Chrola Vinson 
Company has been a regular exhibi- 
tor at the annual meetings of the 
Arkansas Library Association. 
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NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1956 


My Lord, What a Morning—Anderson 


John Quincy Adams and the Union— 
Bemis 


Theatre In the East—Bowers 
Helen Keller—Brooks 
Through These Men—Brown 


Roosevelt: The Lion and the Fox— 
Burns 


This Hallowed Ground—Catton 
The Secret of the Hittites—Ceram 
The Blessings of Liberty—Chafee 


A History of the English Speaking 
Peoples, vols. 1 and 2—Churchill 


Two Worlds—Daiches 


Eisenhower: The Inside Story—Dono- 
van 


Bernard Shaw—Ervine 
The Age of Fighting Sail—Forester 


Youth: The Years From 10 to 16— 
Gesell 


A Single Pebble—Hersey 


Naught for Your Comfort—Huddle- 
ston 


The Nun’s Story—Hulme 
Richard the Third—Kendall 


Profiles In Courage—Kennedy 


Engineering In History—Kirby 
Behind the Mountains—LeFarge 
Harry of Monmouth—Maughan 


Olympio: The Life of Victor Hugo— 
Maurois 


New Lives for Old—Mead 

Arms and Men—Millis 

The Power Elite—Mills 

The Earth We Live On—Moore 

Gallipoli—Moorehead 

Jawaharlal Nehru—Moraes 

One Foot in Eden—Muir 

The Last Hurrah—O’Connor 

The Singing Wilderness—Olson 

Long Day’s Journey Into Night — 
O’Neill 

The American Presidency—Rossiter 

The Pitiful and the Proud—Rowan 

Portraits From Memory—Russell 

The Public Arts—Seldes 

Autumn Across America—Teale 

Three Saints and a Sinner—Tharp 


An Historian’s Approach to Religion 
—Toynbee 


Segregation: The Inner Conflict in 
the South—Warren 


TOWN CRIERS 


The Toledo Public Library last year 
distributed 5,000 bookmarks saying 
“Wanted: Library Town Criers”. The 
copy on the bookmarks explained that 
there is not enough publicity for new 
books in newspapers or on the radio, 
so the library would like to have at 
lease 100 residents pledge themselves 


to visit the main library regularly, 
and to look systematically at the new 
book racks and talk about the new 


acquisitions to their clubs, associates | 


and publications. Would-be Town 
Criers were asked to write or phone 
the library director. Has Arkansas 
enough town criers to do the job? 
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ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOUR MEMBERSHIP 


Just clip and mail the coupon below: 





Mrs. Hazel Prichard, Treasurer 
Arkansas Library Association 
Hempstead County Library 
Hope, Arkansas 


Dear Mrs. Prichard: 





Individual - - $2.00 [J 
( Institutional - 3.00 (J 














i 
Enclosed find payment for a’ Life - - - 25.000 
one | (Please check one) 
i 
_ i in the Arkansas Library Association, 1957. 
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